School Newsletter
11th May 2022 - Term 2, Week 4

Congratulations to Elanna, Latoya, Sarah
and Alex who represented St Monica’s at the
recent Inner Downs Cross Country Trials.
Elanna and Alex will now go on to represent
Inner Downs at the Darling Downs trials.
Good Luck!
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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett

This week our Year 3 and 5 students have commenced their NAPLAN testing. The tests are a great opportunity for
the teachers and students to see all their hard work and dedication towards academic improvement in action.
Several students commented on the writing component saying that it was no different to the work that they already
do in their daily quick writes and focused writing sessions. The tests will continue until next week. We wish them all
the best for the remainder of the tests.
A reminder to parents, that if your child is away during the testing period to please contact the school so we can
ensure that the necessary steps are taken to provide a catch up session.
As you may have seen around town or on our Facebook page, that we have launched our annual enrolment drive for
2023 & 2024. There have been several “Save the Date” posters placed around town, to let potential future families
know about the upcoming events of when families can come in and learn about our wonderful school.
Our first event is the Enrolment Enquiry Evening, which will be held next Tuesday – 17th May from 6pm until 7pm.
This evening is catered to all families looking to enquire about enrolling at St Monica’s. I encourage families as
current members of our school community to promote this evening and invite any friends who are looking to enrol
into Prep and other year levels to attend.

Winter Uniform
Now that the weather has turned cold, please take note of our Winter Uniform.

Navy tights and
Navy long trousers only

Winter Variation

Winter Variation

• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover

• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover

with embroidered crest

with embroidered crest

• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only

• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only

• Navy Blue Tights

• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers

• School track top with embroidered crest

• School Track top with embroidered crest

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
Edward the Emu Performance
This Friday the 13th of May, students in Prep – Year 2 will engage in a workshop with the
performers of ‘Edward the Emu’, the show they will be seeing at the Empire theatre in a
fortnight. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn drama skills from professionals in the field
and learn more about sets, props and the theatre as a whole.
A reminder that the excursion to the Empire Theatre is on Tuesday the 24th of May. The
students are all very excited and can’t wait to see this much-loved children’s book come to life.
Please ensure any outstanding permission slips and payments are returned ASAP.
Class Masses
Once a term, each year level organises and celebrate Mass together. Year 3 and 4 attended the last Mass and enjoyed some
special singing with Fr Mick. This week Prep will be attending Mass with theme of ‘Family’. All are welcome to attend.

Diocese of Toowoomba Parent Engagement Day – 18th June 2022
Catholic School Parents Queensland - Diocese of Toowoomba, invites all Parents, Principals and School Staff of Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Toowoomba to a Parent Engagement Day. The day aims to inform and inspire and to strengthen
parent engagement practice.
The event will be held at St Mary's College Toowoomba, beginning at 10.00am, with morning tea available from 9.30am.
Guest speakers include: Andrew Fuller - Psychologist, John Rutter - The Fathering Project, Dr Pat Coughlan - Toowoomba
Catholic Schools Office, Executive Director, Carmel Nash - Catholic School Parents Queensland.

This is a free event and meals will be provided for all attendees. To view the
agenda and register, please use the following link https://www.eventcreate.com/e/toowoomba-parent-engage#

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
What a busy fortnight we have coming up in Prep.
This week the students will be attending Prep Mass on Thursday morning, parents are welcome to attend this Parish Mass.
We are all looking forward to Friday as we will be participating in an Edward the Emu workshop, this workshop is a great
opportunity for the students to immerse themselves in the story of Edward the Emu prior to our Empire Theatre visit on the 24th
of May.
I would like to take this opportunity to make you all aware of a slight change to homework, for the remainder of the year all
students are required to return their homework folders, sight word books and home readers each Friday.
Looking forward to another fabulous fortnight in Prep.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
We've had a very busy couple of weeks in the Year One classroom. We have continued with our recount unit in English, with
the students sharing what they did on the holidays. This week we are using our listening skills to write recounts about things
we've heard going on around the school grounds. We worked as a class to spell some of the sounds that we have heard, a task
that was not very easy, but that was done very well by all!
In Maths, we have continued with our measurement and geometry unit. Last week we explored calendars and timetables, and
this week we are learning about familiar 2D shapes. We've really enjoyed looking for shapes in our environment and describing
shapes to our peers.

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
Year Two have been exploring 2-dimensional shapes and their features. They identified that each 2D shape had 1 face, points
(vertices), and sides.
We practised drawing 2D shapes and have now began our next focus which is showing how to flip and slide the 2D shapes.
A reminder that this Friday our class is presenting at Assembly, it would be lovely to see you there.

Year 3/4M - Mrs Sarah Malone
It has been a wonderful start on my new 3/4M adventure! I am finding my feet and I have had a great time getting to know all
the students – what an amazing group of children! I am so excited to be spending the rest of the year with them. I am also
looking forward to meeting parents and working together with you to make sure every child experiences success.
Have a great week!

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
Welcome to week 4.
This week, our three and year five students commence with NAPLAN assessments, and I wish them all the very best.
This week, we continue with our persuasive English unit and are working towards using persuasive language to convince the
reader of our argument. In Mathematics, we are measuring, ordering, and comparing different objects and recognising units of
measurement.
A reminder that homework is due back every day this term and library bags are due back on Wednesdays.
Have a wonderful week.

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
I hope all of our St Monica's mums had a wonderful day on Sunday!
The Year 3s have commenced their NAPLAN assessments, completing the writing and reading tasks this week and continuing
with conventions of language and numeracy next week. It is always important for our students to get a good night's sleep and
have a good breakfast, and this is particularly important at times like this. While the Year 3 students complete their assessments,
the Year 4s are completing Maths learning tasks with Mrs Ah Quay and Mrs Malone.
In Health lessons this term, the students have been learning about values and what it means to be of good character. They have
explored how Thinking First, Accepting Everyone and Following Rules are ways of thinking that help them to get along with
others. This is an important message for our students as they interact with others and navigate relationships and challenges.
Have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
I would like to congratulate the Year Five students on the effort they have put their first two NAPLAN tests - writing and reading.
As I was walking around the room, I spotted some impressive use of the structure and language features we have been
exploring in class.
When not participating in NAPLAN, the students have been completing their English assessment task, writing a short story in
English. They have met each goal I have set for them and are working hard to improve their story from their original draft.
In religion, we are investigating the Holy Spirit. We are looking at images and words used to describe the Holy Spirit within the
Bible and other texts. We are also exploring how we can connect with the Holy Spirit in our lives.
God Bless and have a great week.

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
The Year 6 students were very busy last week finalising and presenting their bill proposals as a culmination of their English and
HaSS learning. In groups, the students decided on a law that they would like introduced into our classroom and then developed
persuasive arguments to support this.
They presented their bill proposals to the class and participated in question time to help clarify understanding. The students
enjoyed participating in the parliament role play and are eagerly waiting for the results of the voting to come in to find out which
law has been chosen to be introduced into our classroom.

LIBRARY NEWS

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 2022
Tuesday 17th..............Enrolment Information Evening 6pm
Monday 24th...............Empire Theatre Excursion Prep -Year 2

June 2022
Wednesday 1st...........Dalby Eisteddfod
Friday 3rd....................Be a Prep for a morning
Wednesday 8th...........Singout
Sunday 12th................Family Mass
Friday 17th..................Athletics Carnival
Friday 24th June.........Last day Term 2

July 2022
Monday 11th..............Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 12th.............1st Day Term 3
Thursday 28th............Grandparents Day

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 13th May
Mel Ulett, Renae Spies & Lauren Pearce
Friday 20th May
Christie O'Sullivan, Lauren Pearce & Renae Spies

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd

Please order through FlexiSchools before
7:30am Fridays.

The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
We hope all Mother's enjoyed their special day last Sunday.
During the last two weeks, the St Monica’s P&F have held two successful fundraising events. The sausage sizzle at the Made With Love Markets went well thank you to the volunteers for your efforts and especially Tricia for organising the event. A big thank you to Kerrytown Meats for their generous donation of
sausages and onions for the bbq.
Last Friday 6th May we held the first annual Ladies Day Afternoon Tea, an incredible turnout with just over 65 ladies attending an enjoyable afternoon. Thank
you to the OSHS Hospitality students who catered the event, with this collaboration enabling the students to fulfil some course requirements.
The P & F would like to thank the following women in business who supported the Ladies Day by setting up stalls:
• Tash from Oakey Florist • Lei from Lei G Photography and Entertainment • Kylie from Wilga Wood
• Renee from Func' Fitness • Sheree from Shushie's Mixed Media Art • Brownsey Family with Miss Bee's Bows • Christie from Olibrook Wood Designs
Thank you to Mr Barrett for entertaining a good number of students in the sports hall, along with Polly from Bunnings with the DIY craft boxes for students to build
and decorate during the afternoon. Thank you also to the St Monica’s Staff working behind the scenes. We appreciate the assistance of the Year 6 students
during the afternoon also, who were very helpful and responsible, a credit to St Monica’s.
Once again, thank you to all the volunteers for your time and efforts - most especially the event organiser Meg, who put in an incredible amount of work, which is
very much appreciated.
If you’d like to join the community of our P&F, you’re very welcome to attend our next meeting on Monday 30th May at 7pm. Alternatively, as we understand
evenings are busy, you are welcome to listen to the meeting from the comfort of your home via Teams - please contact the school for further information.
Please see the last page of this Newsletter for the Photos from our Ladies Afternoon. Thank you to Lei for the wonderful photos!

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Reminder
Year 5 & 6 Netball Training begins this Wednesday
3:15 – 4:30pm in the sports hall.
This opportunity will be offered every Wednesday for Term 2.
See you there!

MUSIC NEWS with MRS HUGHES
The classes have enjoyed singing and using instruments to play familiar songs. The Preps, year 1s & 2s
have been learning to differentiate between beat and rhythm. Year 3s & 4s have been working on their
rhythmic notation (ta, ti-ti, tika-tika and za). Year 5 and 6 students have been learning the names of
notes in the Treble Clef using EGBDF as a guide.
Choir students have two major events next month: Sing Out and the Dalby Eisteddfod. Permission
notes for Sing Out on Wednesday 8th June have been sent out this week. Thank you Mr Barrett for
allowing the school to pay the participation costs of our students. Parents simply need to complete the
permission note along with the money for the bus fare and return to school. Choir members have also
busily been preparing for the Dalby Eisteddfod which is Wednesday 1st June.
Parents of choir members – please email Kate.Hughes@twb.catholic.edu.au - to indicate whether you
are able to drive your child to Dalby for the Eisteddfod.

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
Hope you all have had a great week so far and that all our mum's enjoyed their special day on Sunday
and the gifts your children made you.
This week at OSHC we have some new games the children have begun to explore and play with. The
focus for the week is all about sharing and taking turns with our new games.
If you are needing care for before or after school please book in via the Xplor app. If you would like to
enroll your child please pop into the OSHC room and see Mrs Booth or Miss Tenisha for more
information.
Have a great week

Ladies Afternoon Photos
courtesy of Lei G Photography

