School Newsletter
17th August 2022 - Term 3, Week 6

St Monica’s Book Week Costume Parade
Tuesday 23rd August 8:40am
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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett

As we approach the three-quarter mark of the term and the three-quarter mark of the year, it is quite
noticeable that the effects of quality engagement in learning throughout the year is starting to show
amongst the students. This fatigue can show in many ways including children being overtired and more
emotional than usual. Therefore, it is timely to remind your children about the importance of maintaining a
good healthy routine, particularly regarding plenty of rest and nutrition. As the children fatigue and
become stressed, it can lead to them being less able to handle situations that wouldn’t have been a
problem only a few weeks ago, in particular conflict within their friendship groups.
Conflict with peers is unavoidable and is all part of growing up. From the school’s perspective, most
disagreements tend to occur at towards the end of each school term. Minor, niggling things that others
may say or do suddenly become major reasons for arguments and strained friendships. At times like
these, teachers and parents play an important role in guiding children through these rough patches. We
regularly remind the students, that if they do have any concerns or issues, please come and talk to their
teacher (first point of call) or myself so we can deal with the matter accordingly. We also emphasise the
importance of showing ongoing respect (through the use of appropriate language, and positive
interactions) and care for others in our school, and that being tired, sick and upset aren’t excuses for
poor behaviour choices.
On Friday, St Monica’s will be hosting the annual Oakey Community Under 8’s Day. We look forward to
welcoming Oakey State School students and students from our local childcare centres and Kindys. It is
shaping up to be a great morning of fun and activities.
Parents, please note that there has been a change to one of the parking bays near the Lorrimer Street
Crossing. It has now been hatched out and is no longer a designated parking bay. In relation to the
crossing, with the increased number of vehicles in the area, please be aware of people using the
crossing and please ensure that you are demonstrating safe and responsible driving and walking
behaviours around the crossing.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor

St Monica’s Songbirds Performance
Next Thursday, the 25th of August, the St Monica’s choir – The Songbirds – will be performing at the Oakey
Mayoral Prayer Evening, beginning at 5:30pm. The Mayoral Prayer Evening brings together community leaders
and members over a meal to pray for our future in Oakey. In 2022, the event is honouring young people of
Oakey. "On the Couch with Ken" will feature a discussion lead by Reverend Ken Schultz, with students, PCYC,
teacher, focusing on our hope for the future. Soup and desserts will be catered and served by Oakey State
High School hospitality students, with entertainment from local groups and musicians. If you would like to attend
the event, tickets can be purchased at www.trybooking.com/CBELS

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
Welcome to week 6! This Friday is Under 8’s Day, the Preps are looking forward to engaging in a lot of exciting activities. Our
students are also looking forward to making new friends as the students from Oakey State School and C&K Kindy will be
joining us.
Next week the fun continues with our annual Book Week. This year the theme is ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’. Book Week
dress up is Tuesday the 23rd of August.
Friday, August the 26th is St Monica’s Day, we will begin our celebrations with Mass and conclude them with the Grand Final
of St Monica’s got Talent. The students are excited to see the amazing talents that will be showcased.
Looking forward to a fun filled fortnight ahead.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
This week in the Year One classroom, we have moved our Maths focus from telling time to the half hour to chance and
probability. We have had some great discussions about the likelihood of varying events occurring. The students are getting
very good at identifying the appropriate language to use when describing these events. In English, we have been discussing
the difference between facts and opinions to assist us in writing our information reports on Australian animals. The students
worked together to change some facts into opinions by changing some of the language used. Through this activity, we found
that opinions vary from person to person but that facts remain the same. The students have written some fantastic information
reports about Australian animals over the last couple of weeks. I know that they are just as excited as me to share them with
their parents and families soon.

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
A big congratulations to our class on their successful assembly presentation, I was very impressed with the confidence they all
demonstrated.
This week in Mathematics, we have been exploring strategies to help us solve multiplication and division problems. We learnt
the different ways that each function can be represented in order to help solve the problem. We discussed that we each learn
differently so some strategies would work better for us than others. From this, students began to take ownership over which
strategies they would like to use and apply it to their learning.
This was a great experience and saw everyone engaging with their learning!
Have a great week.

Year 3/4M - Mrs Sarah Malone
Welcome to Week 6! It is hard to believe that we are here already. 3/4M have been very busy working in English on our letters
to a Judge to convince them not to send us to Botany Bay. We will present these next week as an oral presentation for the
class. The children will be able to bring their letter home over the weekend to prepare.
I am looking forward to their presentations! In Maths we have been learning about factors and multiples as well as chance. We
completed a Botany Bay themed chance 'Escape Room' last week and thankfully all of the children were given a Ticket of
Freedom and allowed to live as free settlers. We will be presenting at assembly this Friday. Please note the change of time to
2:30pm due to Under 8's Day.
Have a wonderful week.

“Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.” – Chinese Proverb

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
What a great term we are having in Year 3/4 AQ.
In English we have continued to discuss stories of the First Fleet and learning convict slang that was used in everyday conversations. We are
engaging in letters written by a number of convicts that were on the First Fleet and using ideas from these letters to write our own letters from
the perspective of a child convict.
In Mathematics we have been consolidating our understanding of multiplication and division facts, counting in fractions, recognising equivalent
fractions and writing decimals. We have also been conducting chance experiments and recording our findings. In Science, we continued our
exploration of materials and examined the properties of wool using freshly sheered wool. A reminder that homework is due back on a Friday
and Library books are due back on Wednesday.
Thank you to everyone who has been joining us in Homework club every Tuesday and Thursday morning. We have been reading, practising
sight words, learning spelling words and helping our friends complete math challenges. If your child would like to come to homework club to
complete their weekly homework, feel free to come along every Tuesday and Thursday at 8am in Year 3/4 AQ.

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
Last week in 3/4B, we commenced our Speaking and Listening Program and I was so impressed with everyone’s
efforts. It was great to see the students organised and confident to present to the class. Please continue to
encourage your child to be prepared for their day.
We have commenced our English assessment which requires the students to take on the role of a child convict,
write a letter to the judge to plead for mercy and present this in character to the class. I look forward to watching
their presentations.
Well done to all of the 3/4B students who participated in St Monica’s Got Talent and all the best to those who have
reached the final.

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
In Technology, the Year Five students (in small groups) they have been working online collaboratively to research
data on a desert animal. They will use this research, combine with their knowledge of structure and language
features, to write an information report about a desert animal. This links with our Science unit about animal
adaptations.
Don’t forget that book week dress up is on Tuesday next week. I can’t wait to see everyone’s costume.
God Bless and have a great week.

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
As part of Science Week, the Year 6 students attended a 1/2 day at Oakey State High School. During these
sessions students applied their learning of circuits from Term 2 as they worked with and evaluated games that used
electricity. They also developed their engineering and problem-solving skills to design and construct a tower as tall
as possible using spaghetti, marshmallows, and masking tape.
The students had a fantastic day and are now ready to apply their new learning to their in-class science
investigation. This will require them to investigate and determine which kind of structures are suitable for
earthquake-prone areas.

LIBRARY NEWS

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 2022
Friday 19th..................Under 8's Day 9-11am
Friday 19th..................School Assembly 2:30pm
Monday 22nd..............Book Week
Tuesday 23rd..............Book Week Costume Parade 8:40am
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Day Mass 9am
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Got Talent Final 2pm
Monday 29th...............Prep 2023 Interviews

September 2022
Friday 2nd..................Pupil Free Day
Monday 5-7................Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday 9th...................Missions Day
Thursday 15th............End of Term 3 Mass
Friday 16th.................Last Day Term 3

October 2022
Tuesday 4th...............First Day Term 4
Tuesday 18th.............Year 5 & 6 School Camp
Friday 28th.................Year 4 Camp
Friday 28th.................Day for Daniel

November 2022
Thursday 3rd.............Prep 2023 Transition Day
Thursday 10th...........Prep 2023 Transition Day
Thursday 17th...........Prep 2023 Transition Day
Thursday 24th...........Swimming Carnival
Friday 25th................Christmas Concert & BBQ
Wednesday 30th.......Year 6 Graduation Mass

December 2022
Friday 2nd.................Last Day Term 4

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 19th August
Christie O'Sullivan, Renea Spies & Fiona Martin

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's,
the student protection contacts are:

Friday 26th August

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd

Amy Phillips & Olesia Bach

The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
Come along this Sunday 21st August to the Made With Love Markets, being held at the St Monica’s
Sports Hall from 8am - 1pm. The P&F are holding a sausage sizzle - enjoy a sausage while you browse a
variety of market stalls with lovingly handcrafted goods.
Don’t forget Father’s Day is fast approaching! On Thursday 1st September, students have the opportunity
to purchase $5 gifts for Dad.

Clothing Pool
Please send Tricia Brownsey a text on 0409771026 and she will be able
to let you know if what you require is available. Tricia is also happy to
package up orders and leave them at the school office.
Please only text Tricia as she has work commitments.

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
News from Mrs Hughes
Indonesian:
Were you able to work out these Indonesian words? They are simliar to their English equivalent but are often
pronounced differently. Here are the answers: buku = book; komputer = computer; televisi = televsion; kelas = class;
pensil = pencil. How about these?
• taxsi
• es krim
• foto
S.M.G.T
St Monica's Got Talent Semi-Finals were held last week. Thank you to those students who competed. There
certainly is a LOT of talent here at St Monica's! Thank you to Mrs Bain & Mrs Cripen who were our judges and who
had some tips for all competitors going through to the Grand Final.
Parents are encouraged to attend the S.M.G.T Grand Final on Friday 26th August at 2pm.

Please be seated by 1:50pm and be prepared to be delighted by our students' talents!

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE

