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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett
Dear Parents/Carers
As we approach the three quarter mark of the term and the three quarter mark of the year, it is quite
noticeable that the effects of quality engagement in learning throughout the year is starting to show amongst
the students. This fatigue can show in many ways including children being overtired and more emotional
than usual. Therefore, it is timely to remind your children about the importance of maintaining a good healthy
routine, particularly in regard to plenty of rest and nutrition. As the children fatigue and become stressed, it
can lead to them being less able to handle situations that wouldn’t have been a problem only a few weeks
ago, in particular conflict within their friendship groups.
Conflict with peers is unavoidable and is all part of growing up. From the school’s perspective, most
disagreements tend to occur at towards the end of each school term. Minor, niggling things that others may
say or do suddenly become major reasons for arguments and strained friendships. At times like these,
teachers and parents play an important role in guiding children through these rough patches.
We regularly remind the students, that if they do have any concerns or issues, please come and talk to their
teacher (first point of call) or myself so we can deal with the matter accordingly. We also emphasise the
importance of showing ongoing respect (through the use of appropriate language, and positive interactions)
and care for others in our school, and that being tired, sick and upset aren’t excuses for poor behaviour
choices.
Today, the Year 3 class were notified of staffing change for next term. I was notified at the end of last week
by Miss Abbey O’Neill, that she has made the difficult decision to step down from her classroom teaching
position at the end of Term 3, due to personal reasons.
We thank Miss O’Neill for her wonderful contribution to our school over the past two years both in the
classroom and the wider school community. She is a much-loved teacher who dedicates herself fully to the
growth and development of her students. Her approachable, caring and positive rapport with her students
will be greatly missed. In her stead, we welcome back to the school Mrs Ayden Ah Quay, who will return
early from maternity leave early to step into this position. Mrs Ah Quay and Miss O’Neill will complete a few
transition days at the end of this term to ensure a smooth transition for the students. I know you will all join
me in welcoming back Mrs Ah Quay and wishing Miss O’Neill all the best for the future.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
ICAS
On Tuesday of this week, 10 students sat the ICAS English test. All students participated to the best of their ability and
enjoyed the opportunity to participate in such an event. The next ICAS tests being sat are next week with Science on
Tuesday the 24th of August and Spelling on Wednesday the 25th of August. Due to Brisbane lockdowns, the ICAS
writing test has been moved to week 1 of term 4.
Book Week
Next week the school will be celebrating the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Book Week. This year’s theme is
‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’. The annual book week costume parade will take place on Friday the 27th at
assembly. This is an opportunity for students to come to school dressed up as their favourite book character. Prizes
will be awarded per class for the best costume. Parents are welcome to attend.
Father’s Day Assembly
As the Friday before Father’s Day is a student free day, we will move the Week 8 Friday assembly to the day before Thursday afternoon, September 2nd , at 2:25pm. All Dad’s, Grandad’s and those that play a special father role in our
students lives are warmly invited to attend.
Centenary Student Performance Costumes
For the student performance at the Centenary Fete, students from Prep to Year 5 will need to
wear jeans and a white shirt. Accessories will be provided by the school to theme the
costumes for each class’s particular song. Year 6 students will need to wear their formal uniform.
Calling for P&F Volunteers for the Bar and BBQ
A note will be going home tomorrow asking for any volunteers to help with the bar and BBQ. If you have an hour on
the day to help out, it would be greatly appreciated.
Centenary Old Time Fete Price List
On the day it is encouraged that people bring cash, rather than relying on cards. Class stalls will only be able to accept
cash, preferablly of coins or small notes. However, there will be a ticket table on the day where cards can be used to
purchase tickets for food, drinks, rides or memorabillia. These tickets can also be purchased at the front office on the
Thursday (9/9) and Friday (10/9) before the Fete to avoid queues on the day. Please find the price list below.

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Chris Conneely
This week students in Prep enjoyed their visit from the students at the Oakey State High School. During the
visit, the students were able to engage in reading activities with a big buddy. Tuesday will see another visit
from the senior students.
The Preps are excited about joining in all the fun for Under 8's Day at the Oakey State Primary School on
Friday. This is another opportunity to catch up with their High School buddies. The fun activities will
continue with Book Week next week. Students are also organising a surprise for Father's Day.
Enjoy your week!

Year 1/2 D - Mr Callum Duncan
Year 1/2D have continued to explore different animals as part of our Science and English units of work.
Lately, our class has been observing the features and life cycle of frogs, with the added benefit of having
tadpoles in our room to help with our learning.
We have just finished our focus on 3D shapes in mathematics, the students enjoyed the hands on learning
which aided their ability to understand the features of each shape.
In week 8, our class will be presenting at Assembly, if anyone has a photo of their Dad they’d like to include
in the school’s Fathers’ Day Assembly Powerpoint Presentation to email them to
oakey@twb.catholic.edu.au.
We hope to see you all at the presentation.

Year 1/2 K- Miss Grace Kenny
Welcome to week 6!
In English over the past few week’s students have been learning about information reports. Students have
been exploring the knowledge they have that they can use within information reports. Students are excited
to show you their completed word.
In Mathematics, we have been investigating 3D shapes. Students have been busy the names and
properties or 3D shapes. We are continuing to investigate where we see 3D shapes in our everyday lives.
We are also excited that on Friday we will be heading over to Oakey State School to join in with Under 8’s
day. This day is all about celebrating how amazing it is to be 8 and under.
Have a great week!

TEACHER TALK
Year 3 - Miss Abbey O'Neill
We’ve had a busy week this week, preparing for our assembly presentation. Parents are more than welcome to come
along on Friday to see us present about the Assumption of Mary. Assembly commences at 8:40am.
We have been focusing on analogue and digital time in Maths this week. I encourage you to practise this important
skill with your child whenever an opportunity arises!

Year 4 - Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
Well, it is hard to believe we are already past the halfway mark of the term. Over the last couple of weeks in Maths,
we have been learning about money, patterns and angles. In English, we have been creating lawyer paragraphs in
our persuasive writing as we try and present a case to plead the innocence of a character in a fairytale. This week in
Science, we investigated friction, while in Religion we looked at making right and wrong choices.
The Year 4 overnight camp will take place on Wednesday 1 September - thank you to the parents who returned their
camp forms so promptly. If you are yet to do so, please send them in as soon as possible. The Year 4s have enjoyed
practising their song and dance in preparation for the Centenary celebrations in September.

Have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
The Year Five students are busily writing their information report on their chosen desert or artic animal, including the
physical and behavioural adaptions that their animal has to assist it living in its habit. Through our research we have
learnt interesting facts about each animal. Did you know that penguins can drink salt water because they have a
supraorbital gland near their eyes that filters salt out of their systems?
We are also exploring the life of Saint Mary MacKillop and her influence on the Catholic Church and Catholic
Education within Australia.
Thank you to those parents who have placed their name on the Year Five stall volunteer list. There are a few spots
left to be filled, please help out if you can.
God Bless

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
With the centenary celebrations just around the corner it would be great to get our market stall roster organised as
soon as possible. Could our Year 6 parents/carers please send back the volunteer sheet, at your earliest
convenience, if you are able to spare 20 minutes to help out on the day. The more volunteers, the better.
Next Friday, the Year 6 students will be presenting a liturgy for St Monica's Day as part of our school assembly.
Parents are invited to come along and join us for the occasion. The assembly begins at 8:45. Please sign into the hall
using the QR code on arrival.

SUPER LEARNERS

Week 4

Week 5

Prep

Rose

Hugh

Year 1/2 D

Hugo

Piper

Year 1/2 K

Lachlan

Vanessa

Year 3

Isabella

Jaxon

Year 4

Jakeb

Teliah

Year 5

Macey

Latoya

Year 6

Abby

Dekota

Outside School Hours Care – St Monica’s, Oakey
Parents will need to contact the service coordinator to confirm booking their
child/children into this service. See the ladies in the room next to Prep.
They can answer all your enquiries and help you get started with the enrolment.
All children must have a completed enrolment form before they can start at the service.

Book in now for the School Holidays

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 2021
Friday 20th..................Under 8's Day Oakey SS
Monday 23rd...............Book Fair Parish Meeting Room
Tuesday 24th..............ICAS Science
Friday 27th..................Book Week Dress Up Day
Friday 27th..................Items for plant stall

September 2021
Wednesday 1st.............ICAS Maths
Friday 3rd......................Pupil Free Day
Friday 10th ...................Free Dress Day (Items for cake stall)
Saturday 11th................Centenary Gala Dinner Oakey RSL
Sunday 12th .................Centenary Mass 10am Fete to follow
Friday 17th....................Last Day Term 3

October 2021
Monday 4th...................Public Holiday
Tuesday 5th..................1st Day Term 4
Sunday 17th..................Year 5/6 Camp Departure
Friday 22nd...................Year 5/6 Camp Returns

BOOK WEEK 2021
The theme for this year’s CBCA Book Week is
‘Old Worlds, New Worlds,
Other Worlds.’
St. Monica’s will celebrate with a Book Fair to be held in the Parish
Meeting Room from Tuesday 24th August through to Friday 27th.
Times: Tues – Thurs 8.00am - 8.40am
Friday 8.00am – 8.40am
On the morning of Friday 27th, we will be holding our annual Dress
Up Parade, where students get to dress up as their favourite book
character.
The winner from each class will receive a book voucher from the
Book Fair.

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop for Term 3
Friday 20th August
Linda Leerentfeldt & Alice Edwards

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd

Friday 27th August
Linda Leerentfeldt & Katie Owens

The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
Thanks to everyone who turned up to help at the working bee on Saturday, what a mighty job. The pavers
looks absolutely terrific.
Thank you to those who zoomed in to the P & F meeting on Monday, we had a great response to the
meeting. Please contact the school to be added to the next Zoom meeting.
Please remember to pick up your pies this Friday from Great Country Pies,
Approx. $1000.00 has been raised.
Father’s Day Raffle tickets have been sent home today, please return to the office no later than
Wednesday 1st September. The raffle will be drawn on Thursday 2nd September.
Centenary plans are well underway, helpers are still required for the BBQ and Bar.
Please let the office know if you can spare an hour or two.

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S
In today’s fast-paced, complex world, there are often many challenges
faced by individuals, including stress, relationship issues, physical illness,
financial difficulty, mental health issues and loss of loved ones. Parents
are often so busy looking after their children, they often neglect their own
wellbeing. For parents to be able to support their children, it is important
that they look after their own health and wellbeing first and foremost.
There are a number of services available to assist people to create and
achieve their own health goals. ‘My health for life’ is one of these.
My health for life is a free, six-month program where you work with a health coach to achieve your
health goals. It is a State government-funded initiative, delivered by an alliance of health
organisations, and is designed to help Queenslanders stay well and lessen their risk of developing
conditions such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease, stroke, high cholesterol and high blood
pressure.
Choosing either small group sessions, or one-on-one phone coaching, you explore topics such as
nutrition, physical activity, understanding your personal risk of developing health conditions and
how to make healthier choices a part of everyday life.

With the support of your coach, you will also develop
an action plan. Whether your goal is to get more
active, eat better, stress less, or lose weight, the focus
is on building a step-by-step plan to help you achieve
your goals over time. Get started by doing the free
online health check or call the team on 137475 to
complete the health check over the phone.
More information at
https://www.myhealthforlife.com.au/

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

