School Newsletter
20th July 2022 - Term 3, Week 2
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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett
Welcome back for Term 3. We have another great term ahead of us with lots of teaching, learning and
plenty of fun and engaging activities.
Some of the exciting events heading our way include our Catholic Education week celebrations which
will feature our Mass and Grandparents Day. Our Year 5 & 6 students will be attending the annual
Catholic Touch and Netball carnivals in Toowoomba.
On Tuesday, we held the first of our House Days, Fromelles Day. This was an opportunity for Fromelles
House to wear their House shirts and to lead us in a remembrance service to commemorate the Battle
of Fromelles – 19th July 1916. Next Tuesday and Wednesday marks the official commemoration of the
Battle of Kokoda, however due to Catholic Education week, Kokoda House will wear their shirts and
lead us in a service on Friday 5th August. Beersheeba Day is on 31st October. These three days are an
important inclusion in our school calendar as it provides the students and school community with a
greater understanding of the House names and the significant history behind them.
Last Friday, a number of our students competed at the annual Catholic Schools Athletics carnival at
O’Quinn Street in Toowoomba. I was extremely impressed with the team work and school spirit on
display. I want to specially thank the Year 6 students for their leadership on the day, through their work
and assistance with the younger students. Well done, Leaders. The Catholic Athletics is a great
opportunity for a number of our students to have another competition warm up prior to the Inner Downs.
The Inner Downs is being held this Thursday and we wish our competitors all the best for the day.
As we continue to work with the current flu and Covid situation, I ask that families check their emails to
ensure that they are receiving and are update to with the latest information. An email was sent to
families on Sunday – in case you have missed it.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
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TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
Welcome back to term 3, I hope everyone enjoyed their break. We have had another busy start in Prep exploring
new concepts in Science, Religion, English, Math and HASS. Week 2 will see students continuing to build their
reading strategies. In numeracy they will be consolidating their knowledge of number names, numerals and
quantities. Next Wednesday the Preppies will be presenting a liturgy for Grandparents Day Assembly, at the
conclusion of the assembly we welcome the students’ grandparents back to our classroom to share in our learning,
this will be followed by a shared morning tea.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
What an exciting return to school we've had so far in the Year One classroom.
We are exploring informative texts in English this term and this week have created our very own informative text
about creeks. The students worked in small groups to create relevant illustrations for the text on their pages; they
did such a fantastic job! We now have 'Down by the Creek' stapled and available on our bookshelf for the students
to read when they like. In Science, we have begun our unit titled 'Watch it Grow!' and today had our first look at the
mealworms that we will be observing across the term. We discussed what we think the mealworms will turn into,
be sure to ask your child what they think!

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
Welcome to Term Three. We have had a great start to the term, with students being people of welcome to Asher
and James. We began to explore the different types of toys we can have, with students finding examples in
catalogues of toys they love. During speaking tasks, students have learnt about and practised trying to persuade
parents/friends with reasons why they should get a new toy, providing strong reasons why this should happen- I'm
interested to see if any are successful with this at home.
A reminder about that the show and share schedule for the term was sent home and sharing has begun.

Year 3/4M - Mrs Sarah Malone
What a great start to Term 3! We have started with a bang in 3/4M and I am happy to say that everyone has returned with a
positive attitude. We have been diving into our 'Botany Bay' theme for the term and the children have been reading a story
called the 'Little Wooden Horse', by Mark Wilson about two children sent to Australia on the First Fleet. It has been difficult for
the children to comprehend that they are the same age as the children in the story! Our maths has been very hands on,
learning about fractions and decimals and we started maths games on Friday to consolidate the concepts learnt throughout the
week. The children really enjoyed these and they will continue throughout the term. Catholic Education Week is next week and
it is going to very busy with many different activities scheduled throughout the week. As always don't hesitate to contact me if
you have any queries or concerns. Have a great week!
Don’t let what you can’t do stop you from doing what you can do. – John Wooden

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
It is so great to be back to school and I hope everybody had a wonderful break! Last week we read The Little Wooden Horse as
an introduction to stories of the First Fleet.
A quick reminder about changes to our specialist lessons. Year 3/4 AQ will have Library, Indonesian and PE on a Monday and
Music and Visual Arts on a Tuesday. We no longer have any specialist lessons on a Friday.
Library Borrowing will remain on a Wednesday and I encourage students to bring their books and library bags back each week if
they would like to borrow new books.
Congratulations to all of the athletes who participated in Catholic Athletics on Friday.
Have a wonderful week.

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
Even though we are only in Week 2, it has already been a busy term – celebrating NAIDOC week, participating in the athletics
carnivals, commemorating Fromelles Day, commencing Art classes with Mrs McGregor and beginning Term 3’s specialist
classes of Indonesion, Music, PE and Library. Well done to our athletes Brock, Phoebe, Mason, Isla, Alex M and Jack who
participated in Friday’s Catholic Athletics Carnival and good luck to the students who are competing in the Inner Downs trials
this Thursday.
In English/HASS, the students enjoyed reading the story of The Little Wooden Horse as an introduction to life in England in the
18th century and the journey of child convicts to Australia. In Health, we have been learning about emotions and how different
situations affect our ‘emotional temperature’. We are also looking at what students can do to ensure their reactions are suitable
for the situation.
I hope you have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
Welcome back, we have certainly hit the floor running into Term Three! Next week we celebrate Catholic Education week, there
will be several events happening during the week. keep an eye out on Facebook and the parent portal for information. Next
Thursday we will be heading into Nell. E Robinson Park to participate in the Catholics Schools Netball and Touch carnivals.
This term, in Science, we are exploring adaptations of plants and animals to the environment they live in, and the students will
be working towards writing an information report on a desert animal of their choice.
Just a reminder, homework is due on Thursday. In Week 3 it will be due on Wednesday, the students have been told. Homework
folders need to be come to school every day. Library bags are to be returned every Wednesday as we borrow first thing on a
Thursday morning.
God Bless

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
Welcome to Term 3. It's hard to believe that we are already moving into the second half of the year! Last week a note was sent
home detailing important information, including important dates and the learning that will be taking place in Year 6 this term. If
you have not already done so, can you please make sure to read this.
Thank you to those who were able to attend our NAIDOC Week assembly, as well as those who were attending the Catholic
Athletics Carnival, both were a great success.

LIBRARY NEWS

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 2022
Thursday 21st............Inner Downs Athletics Carnival
Monday 25th,.............Catholic Education Week begins
Monday 25th..............BBQ lunch supplied for all students
Wednesday 27th........Grandparents Day
Thursday 28th............Catholic Netball & Touch Carnivals
Friday 29th.................Pupil Free Day (Bishop's Inservice Day)

August 2022
Friday 5th....................Kokoda Day
Friday 19th..................Under 8's Day
Monday 22nd..............Book Week
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Day Mass 9am
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Got Talent 2pm

September 2022
Friday 16th................Last Day Term 3

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 22nd July
Katie Owens & Amanda Scheuerle
Friday 29th July

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

PUPIL FREE DAY

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd

Friday 5th August
Alice Edwards & Olesia Bach

The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
Welcome back to Term 3.
We have lots of things happening in this Term.
The first being our Trivia Night this will be on Saturday the 6th of August in St. Monica’s the Parish Hall. Doors open
6.30pm with the games to begin at 7.00pm
Throughout the evening a range of canapes will be delivered to your table and there will be a bar operating on the
night. There will also be items to be auctioned and a Lucky Door prize.
This is one of our major fund raisers for the year, please support this event.
Next on the list will be Saturday 27th August the Oakey Show has been rescheduled, we will be operating the Hot
chip and drinks van, helpers on the day would be appreciated.
In September we are involved with a camp draft, again helpers required to help and some home baking to be done.

Clothing Pool
Please send Tricia Brownsey a text on 0409771026 and she will be able
to let you know if what you require is available. Tricia is also happy to
package up orders and leave them at the school office.
Please only text Tricia as she has work commitments.

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Reminder
Year 5 & 6 Netball Training every Wednesday
3:15 – 4:30pm in the sports hall.
Touch Football
3:15 - 4:15pm on school oval

See you there!

Music Around The World is our focus during Music lessons this Semester. To coincide with NAIDOC
week, students have been learning Taba Naba from the Torres Strait Islands and I Am Australian.
During Indonesian lessons this term, students are learning to have basic conversations and answer
questions in Bahasa Indonesia (the official language of Indonesia). Later in the term students in year 36 are going to become penpals with students from St Stephen’s, Pittsworth, who are also learning to
speak Indonesian.
St Monica’s Got Talent is happening again this term. Nomination forms are available from the school
office. Students may nominate as an individual act or with a partner. All nominations forms and the
accompanying $2 nomination fee need to be returned to the office by Thursday 28th July. Auditions will
be held during Music Lessons the following week. Funds raised will support year 5/6 Camp.
Mrs Kate Hughes

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE

