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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett
Dear Parents and Carers,
What an excellent two weeks of fun and learning we have had at St Monica’s. All of our classes have
been actively engaged in their learning, settling quickly into the routines of school, making our new
students feel welcome and demonstrating excellent behaviour. A special congratulations goes to our
Preps on how well they have adapted to school life. It has been wonderful to see and hear all the great
learning taking place in Prep.
Our You Can Do It program has commenced well and all classes have been focusing on the Five Key
Social Emotional Skills. In such a short space of time, it has been great to hear our students using and
applying the language of the program around the SELs of Confidence, Persistence, Organisation,
Getting Along and Resilience. As we continue to apply the program, we hope to hear the key points of
the weekly lessons come through in all of our students’ interactions.
This week, our teachers participated in their first modelling and coaching session as part of our work
with the Inspire Maths project. As with previous projects that we have been involved with – Reading and
Writing - our teachers will have the opportunity to work with experienced coaches with the overall aim to
improve our mathematical instruction and student academic success. At this visit our teachers were
introduced to the instructional strategy of “Number Talks”. A Number Talk is a structured activity where
all students are given the opportunity to articulate their thinking around a mathematical problem, to talk
through how they solved the problem using their known strategies and to listen to how others solved it.
Many students were impressed to learn that there is more than one way to look at and solve a problem
and that it is okay to get an answer wrong.
Our teachers had the opportunity to see a few Number Talks in action across the school and they are
looking forward to implementing these into their Numeracy lessons.
In Covid News, we received confirmation yesterday that as of 6pm on Friday 4th March, the current
restrictions will change. I will provide a more comprehensive update in preparation for this change.
Some of the more positive changes that will come into effect will be allowing parents back into the
school to attend our Friday Assemblies.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
Year 6 Leadership Teams
Last Friday, our Year 6 students were inducted into their Year 6 Leadership Teams and received their Senior leader
shirts. The students’ speeches of commitment were exceptional, and we are looking forward to seeing them take on
their leadership roles to uphold our school values and traditions and lead us in new and exciting projects.

Shrove Tuesday
Next Tuesday the 1st of March students will participate in a variety of events to recognise
Shrove Tuesday. Traditionally, Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday, was a day
when people would use up the intendents in the house that were not to be consume during
the Lenten season, such as butter, sugar and eggs. These were of course the perfect list of
ingredients for pancakes! Students will be involved in pancake races, a pancake flip
competition and of course, eating pancakes. Students are asked to bring a gold coin donation
for their pancakes, with all proceeds going to the 2022 Caritas Australia Project Compassion.
Lent
On Wednesday, 2 March, we will observe Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of
the Church’s season of Lent. During Lent, Christians spend time thinking about our call to
be people of God. Marking ourselves with ashes, is a way of reminding us to live the way
Jesus wants. Lent ends after 40 days when Jesus rises from the dead at Easter. Lent is a
special time when God invites us to go without so that others may have a fair share of the
gifts of creation. Whilst this year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were unable to attend
mass as a school, students will participate in class liturgies.
During this season of Lent, may we be mindful of the many gifts that are ours to enjoy and
celebrate the great work of Caritas through their Project Compassion Campaign. The
theme of Project Compassion 2022 is ‘For All Future Generations’. It is an expression of
hope and reminds us that the good that we do today will extend and impact the lives of
generations to come. It invites us to make the world a better place by working together
now and finding long-term solutions to global issues. Each week at assembly, our Year 6
Good Samaritan leaders will share with us a story about the work that Caritas Australia is
doing from the donations they receive from schools like ours.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
Parish Family Mass
Our first Parish Family Mass of the Year will be on Sunday the 13th of March at St
Monica’s Catholic Church at 8am. It would be wonderful to see many of our families
join our St Monica’s parish community for prayer during the Lenten season. We
also invite all in attendance to join us for a free morning tea afterwards at the
Parish Hall.
Schools Clean Up Australia Day
Next Friday, March 4, the school community will be participating in Clean Up
Schools Day, an event related to Clean Up Australia Day held on Sunday, March 6.
At this Thursday’s assembly, our Year Five students are presenting an assembly
item on caring for our environment. On Friday, our Year 6 students in the Stewards
of Creation team will be holding activities to promote recycling and how to care for
our gardens and grounds to reduce pollution and protect our local wildlife.

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
In Prep we have enjoyed making new friends and becoming familiar with our school rules and routine.
We have been learning our letters and numbers and we have even written a sentence. We are having fun doing
all of our letter craft and are loving our St Monica's experience.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
We are well into our learning journey in the Year One classroom! We have continued to read Noni the Pony, with
the students writing wonderful descriptions about our characters.
This week our big focus is on the use of nouns, verbs, adverbs, and adjectives to ensure our writing makes sense
and is engaging for our readers.
In Science, we are loving our daily weather check-in as we delve into our unit exploring the changes we see in our
sky and landscape as a result of the weather and seasons. It has been wonderful to see the students so engaged in
their learning!

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
Year Two have been conducting number talks during our Maths lessons. This is an opportunity for students to work
through a simple mathematical problem and then share their thinking process with the class. This has been a great
exercise so far, and I congratulate the class on being respectful to their peers as they share their thoughts. Keep it
up!
We celebrated Year Two on Two’s Day 22.02.2022 with a few fun activities that revolved around the number two.
Have a great week,

Year 3/4D - Mrs Michelle Drebing
Over the past week the students in 3/4 D have been learning about the rules that different communities might have
in their HaSS lessons. They have enjoyed listening to chapters being read from The Twits during English lessons. In
Mathematics, the class were able to experience their first ever number talk, which they will become more familiar
with over time.
Students were asked to really think about how they work out a multiplication problem and then articulate their
thinking. They were also able to listen to the strategies of their classmates. I look forward to engaging with my class
during more number talks in the future.

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
Well done to all of Year 3/4 AQ for an excellent start to the year!
In English, we have been reading The Twits and describing Mr and Mrs Twit using interesting adjectives and
compound sentences in our classroom writing. In Mathematics, we have continued with place value and have started
to work on addition and subtraction with trading and regrouping. In Religion we have been discussing the Bible,
specifically the Old Testament.
A reminder that Library books are due back on a Wednesday and Homework is due back on a Thursday to be sent
home on Friday. Keep up the great work Year 3/4 AQ!

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
All of the students in 3/4B have well and truly settled in and have become accustomed to our classroom routines. I am
most impressed with their behaviour and application to their schoolwork. In Maths, we have been learning about place
value and subtraction, while in Science, we have been exploring landscapes, rocks and soil. In English this term, we
are reading The Twits, by Roald Dahl, which the students are really enjoying. They have been very engaged in our
You Can Do It! lessons and so far we have looked at what success means, confidence and how we develop it, and
the need for a growth mindset. These are valuable skills that students will require throughout their lives.
Have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
In English this term we have been investigating persuasive texts and have written about the topic ‘All Children Should
Learn to Swim’. They have used persuasive language to convey their feelings about this topic.
In Mathematics we have been investigating rounding, and how this can help us solve addition and subtraction
problems in out head. Each Monday the Year Five students participate in our ’50 club‘. 50 club is where each student
is given three minutes to complete as many number facts as they can at their given level. Their goal each week is to
beat their score from the week before. It has been great to see them improve. It would be fantastic if they could
practise their number facts at home to assist with this improvement.
God Bless and have a great week.

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
Last Friday the Year 6 student leaders were presented with their leader shirts and team badges. The students were
eager to recieve their new shirts and wore them with great pride for the remainder of the day. These shirts can be
worn on Wednesdays and Fridays for the remainder of the year.
It has been fantastic to see students taking on their leadership roles and responsibilities already particularly during
their Buddy visits on a Thursday afternoon.

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 2022
March 2022
Tuesday 1st............Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday 2nd......Ash Wednesday
Thursday 3rd...........Prep Vision Screening
Thursday 10th.........Year 6 Leadership Induction Mass
Friday 11th..............P&F Welcome BBQ
Sunday 13th...........Family Mass 8am
Tuesday 22nd........School Photos
Friday 25th.............Toowoomba Show Holiday
Wednesday 30th....Cross Country

April 2022
Friday 1st..............Last Day Term 1
Friday 15th............Good Friday
Monday 17............Easter Monday
Tuesday 18th........Pupil Free Day
Wednesday 19th...First Day Term 2
Monday 25th.........Anzac Day Public Holiday

May 2022
Monday 2nd.........Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 25th February
Amy Mead, Kim Wicks & Kellie Cherry

Friday 4th March
Renae Spies & Alice Edwards

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd

Please order through FlexiSchools before
7:30am Fridays.

The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
“St Monica’s P&F are calling for volunteers for setting up and serving at the P&F Welcome BBQ / Disco to
be held on Friday 11th March. Any assistance you can provide is greatly appreciated.
We continue to run Tuckshop on Friday’s each week. As all monies raised return to the school as
resources, it would be great to see some more volunteers to ensure continued viability. If you are able to
help, please contact the Tuckshop Convenor Renae Spies.
A reminder that Tuckshop orders are to be placed via Flexischools by 7:30am Friday mornings.
"Please come along and join us at the next P&F meeting on Monday 28th February.”

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
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OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
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