School Newsletter
25th May 2022 - Term 2, Week 6

Introducing Mrs Sarah Malone, Sarah is our new
Year 3/4 Teacher.
Please make Sarah feel welcome if you see her
around the school.
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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett
Next Friday, we will be hosting the second of our Enrolment events, our “Be a Preppie for a Morning”. Families that
are looking to enrol into Prep for 2023 or 2024 are encouraged to come along and experience the fun and
excitement of the Prep classroom. We look forward to welcoming prospective students in, as well as our 10 siblings
who will be joining their brothers and sisters next year.
As we move into the second half of the term, it is quite noticeable that the effects of quality engagement in learning
throughout this semester is starting to show amongst the students. This fatigue can show in many ways including
children being overtired and more emotional than usual. Therefore, it is timely to remind your children about the
importance of maintaining a good healthy routine, particularly in regard to plenty of rest and nutrition. As the
children fatigue and become stressed, it can lead to them being less able to handle situations that wouldn’t have
been a problem only a few weeks ago, in particular conflict within their friendship groups.
Conflict with peers is unavoidable and is all part of growing up. From the school’s perspective, most disagreements
tend to occur at towards the middle and end of each school term. Minor, niggling things that others may say or do
suddenly become major reasons for arguments and strained friendships. At times like these, teachers and parents
play an important role in guiding children through these rough patches. We regularly remind the students, that if
they do have any concerns or issues, please come and talk to their teacher (always first point of call) or myself so
we can deal with the matter accordingly. We also emphasise the importance of showing ongoing respect (through
the use of appropriate language, and positive interactions) and care for others in our school, and that being tired,
sick and upset aren’t excuses for poor behaviour choices.

Winter Uniform
Now that the weather has turned cold, please take note of our Winter Uniform.

Navy tights and
Navy long trousers only

Winter Variation

Winter Variation

• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover

• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover

with embroidered crest

with embroidered crest

• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only

• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only

• Navy Blue Tights

• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers

• School track top with embroidered crest

• School Track top with embroidered crest

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
The Prep students have had a busy week of reading assessments, it is so exciting to see the progress they have
made. In their writing they have been practicing using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces between their
words. During Maths, they have been making collections to 5 and 10 and have explored writing number sentences
to show their work. During Religion, we have been exploring the Bible stories of “The Good Samaritan” and “The 10
Lepers”. The students are enjoying learning about Jesus and are engaging in discussions about the lessons that he
taught us and how we can live by his example.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
In the Year One classroom, we began our new English unit this week. Our new unit has a focus on writing
procedural texts. Yesterday we watched a Mr. Maker clip where he made a man with pasta for hair. Once the clip
was finished, we worked together to write the procedure for the piece of artwork he had created. We will be writing
more texts and making some very interesting things in the weeks to come. In Maths, we finished our unit on data
collection by having a class picnic. The students were very excited to collect their data about everyone's favourite
picnic food and were even more excited when we had our real picnic to celebrate all their hard work. This week
we have a focus on addition and subtraction strategies. We will be engaging in hands-on activities and games that
will continue to develop the students' addition and subtraction skills.

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
In Year Two, students have been continuing to explore maps as part of our integrated Maths, HaSS and Literacy
unit. They began by investigating different examples of maps, generating ideas about their purpose, features and
vocabulary required to understand them. Students then participated in a range of activities that deepened their
understanding of naming and following directions. This will now form part of our HaSS focus whereby students
research and create a fact file about another continent.

Year 3/4M - Mrs Sarah Malone
Firstly, a huge congratulations to the Year 3s. They made it through NAPLAN and have come out the other side
smiling! We have had a great week in our class. We investigated wind dispersal on seed pods in Science with a
fun balloon popping activity to see how far the 'seeds' inside the balloon travelled with and without wind. Our
persuasive writing task of advertising a 'useless item' has been completed and we have discovered a few budding
marketing whizzes! In Maths, we have been looking at measurement enjoying some hands-on activities. The
children enjoyed performing their 'Parable Play' for their Religion assessment this week and demonstrated excellent
audience behaviours while watching the other groups.
Homework and Library books are due on Thursday please. If anyone has any spare egg cartons, would you please
send them in for art. Keep aiming for the stars 3/4M! Have a great week.

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
Well done to the Year 3 students on their excellent effort completing NAPLAN assessments. I am so proud of each and every
one of them for showing persistence and determination, even when the questions were challenging. In English, we have
completed our persuasive advert for a 'useless item' and are now creating a poster to help sell our product to the audience. In
Mathematics, we have been consolidating our understanding of number and transferring these skills to measurement. We have
been developing our research and group work skills in HaSS, creating a PowerPoint presentation about places that are sacred
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. In Religion we have been practising a 'Parable Play' and will be presenting it to
our peers on Friday.
God Bless,

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
Well, it is hard to believe we are past the halfway point of the term. Well done to our Year 3s on their completion of
the NAPLAN assessments. It was great to see them adopting such a positive attitude and persisting when things
became challenging. During this time, the Year 4s worked with Mrs. Ah Quay and Mrs. Malone and it was wonderful
to hear such glowing reports about their behaviour and application to work.
This week, the students have been completing a number of assessment tasks. In Maths, they have been exploring
measurement - in particular, length, mass and capacity - and I encourage you to involve your children in real-world
experiences relating to these concepts wherever possible.
Have a wonderful week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
It was great to be back this week and see all the hard work the Year Five students put in while I was away.
This week we will begin our new science unit – Light Fantastic -where we will be investigating light and light
sources. In English, we have begun exploring procedural text and this will culminate with the students writing their
own ‘How to….’ procedure.
Next Friday morning, 3rd June 2022, the Year 5 students will be presenting an prayer assembly on Pentecost. We’d
love to see you there.
God Bless and have a great week.

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
The Year 6 students have been thoroughly enjoying reading our class novel "Boy Overboard" as we learn about
and develop character descriptions. In Science we have been exploring the topic of electricity and learning about
the different components of electrical circuits. The students have been enjoying these hands on and collaborative
learning opportunities.

LIBRARY NEWS

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 2022
Wednesday 1st...........Dalby Eisteddfod
Wednesday 1st...........Pyjama Day
Friday 3rd....................Be a Prep for a morning
Wednesday 8th...........Singout
Sunday 12th................Family Mass
Friday 17th..................Athletics Carnival
Friday 24th June.........Last day Term 2

July 2022
Monday 11th..............Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 12th.............1st Day Term 3
Tuesday 19th.............Fromelles Day
Friday 22nd...............Under 8's Day
Thursday 28th............Grandparents Day
Friday 29th.................Pupil Free Day(Bishop's Inservice Day)

August 2022
Friday 5th....................Kokoda Day
Monday 22nd..............Book Week
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Day Mass 9am
Friday 26th..................St Monica's Got Talent 2pm

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 27th May
Katie Owens & Amanda Scheuerle
Friday 3rd June
Christie O'Sullivan, Lauren Pearce & Renae Spies

Please order through FlexiSchools before
7:30am Fridays.

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd
The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
The next P&F meeting is this coming Monday 30th May at 7pm in the Parish Hall. All parents are very
welcome to attend in person, or if you prefer to join the meeting from the comfort of your home, please
contact the school.

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Reminder
Year 5 & 6 Netball Training every Wednesday
3:15 – 4:30pm in the sports hall.

See you there!

Preps, year 1s and 2 have enjoyed using percussion instruments and learning to ‘put the beat in our
feet’.
Year 3s and 4s have been busy working with rhythm patterns during Music lessons. Year 5s and 6s
have been learning about Dynamics such as crescendo/decrescendo which add depth to music.
CHOIR members are looking forward to performing in four sections at the Dalby Eisteddfod on
Wednesday 1st June. Choir members, please be at school by 8:15am as the bus will leave school at
8:30am sharp. Thank you to all students who have returned their notes.
The St Monica's Choir will be presenting a few of their songs at Friday morning’s assembly on the 27th
May. We hope you can make it!

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
Good afternoon, St Monica’s OSHC families,
Next week we will welcome your new Coordinator, Mrs Lauren Pearce, who comes to us with much life
experience having 4 children of her own and already being a part of the St Monica’s community. Be sure to
come and say hi when you visit next week. Mrs Booth will continue to work in the morning times.
We sincerely thank Miss Tenisha for her commitment to St Monica’s over the past few weeks. The service
would not have been able to open without her willingness to look after our children. We wish her all the
best as she moves to our Mater Dei service in town.
Thanks to you for your patience during this transition time and we look forward to continuing to care for
your children.
Donna Stahlhut
Senior Manager
Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic Kindergartens and Care

