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9th February 2022 - Term 1, Week 3
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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett
Welcome to St Monica’s for 2021. I would like to extend a warm welcome to you all, from our very new
families and students to our final year families. I hope that you all have an excellent year at St Monica’s.
We start the year with 166 students, consisting of 18 Prep students and 19 new families. We welcome
you all and look forward to the year ahead.
One of our key Strategic Plan directions for the year is the further development of our schoolwide
Wellbeing Framework. As I mentioned in a Term 4 newsletter, we were successful in receiving a grant
from the Oakey Wellness Committee to assist with the development for our framework. We selected the
nationally recognised "You Can Do It" program to be the centrepiece and driver of Wellbeing in our
school. "You Can Do It" is a research based, current best practice program that focuses on developing
the 5 Social Emotional skills – Confidence, Persistence, Organisation, Getting Along and Resilience.
Each week, the students will focus on a new lesson that targets one of these skills as well as
understanding negative behaviours and attitudes and how to overcome them to achieve success at
school.
We will be launching a Parent program later in the Semester when we can resume face to face meetings.
This program will provide parents with the common language that we use at school so it can be applied at
home.
I would like to finish with a regular feature that I put into our newsletter. I always find it helpful to reshare it
each year.
With the beginning of each new school year, our students can experience a mix of emotions as they
become familiar with their new class. From our newest Preps and new students to our experienced Year
6s, all students will take time to adjust to the change in classroom routines, teachers and social groups.
We are all very experienced with adapting to change in this time of Covid. Change is necessary part of
life and cannot be avoided. Change should be embraced as an opportunity to grow as a person and the
school is one environment in which students can learn to deal with change by developing their coping
skills. Adapting and working with change is a lifelong skill that everyone needs. If your child is
experiencing difficulties in settling into the new routines, be proactive and take some time to work with
your child’s teacher during these initial weeks until routines and school life becomes familiar. Please
ensure that if you have any questions or queries in regard to your child, please contact your teacher as
soon as possible. The staff of St Monica’s are here to work in partnership with all our families for the
benefit of your child/children.
Thanks again for taking the time to keep up to date with all the changes in relation to Covid. We will
continue to support and keep our families up to date with any future announcements.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
Welcome Back
A warm welcome back to the 2022 school year. I trust that you all enjoyed a blessed Christmas season and peaceful break
with family and friends.
After a delayed start, it is wonderful to see classrooms buzzing with excitement as they set up routines and expectations and
begin their adventures in learning.
Staff Professional Development
During the January pupil free days, staff actively engaged in a number of professional development events. The first explored
recontextualising how we teach Religion to ensure optimal engagement of all students in the class. As part of our teaching
and learning strategic direction for the year, the next PD was with education officers from the Toowoomba Catholic Schools
‘Inspire Maths Strategy’. Teachers looked at a variety of pedagogical practices and the ‘big ideas’ of Mathematics including
trusting the count, place value, multiplicative thinking and partitioning. Teachers also deconstructed the Australian Curriculum
Mathematics and looked at hands on approaches to spark curiosity and cement concepts. Refresher training in CPR, WHS,
student protection and classroom management was also completed. During the supervision weeks, teachers used the time to
analyse students’ reading and writing data from the end of last year, and plan exciting and engaging lessons in all areas of the
curriculum.
St Monica’s House Competition
This year, the St Monica’s House Competition will again be a year long event that totals points in all areas of school life. This
will include sports competitions, cultural events, academic achievements and positive behaviours recorded on the classroom
behaviour ladders. First level green will give 5 points to the student’s house, second level will give 10 points to their house,
and top green will give 15 points to their house. Students will physically place these points – in the form of tokens – into house
point boxes. At the end of each week, the Year 6 Health and Wellbeing leaders will collect and tally these points. Team scores
will be updated weekly and can be viewed in the hall on our new tree displays. We look forward to seeing them bloom and
grow! Special thanks to Miss Keleher and Mrs Booth for their efforts in preparing these resources.
School Events
As you are aware, many of our regular start of the year school events have had to be pushed back due to the current Covid
restrictions. This means that our school masses to mark significant days in the Church calendar will now be class liturgies.
Our first days that we will mark are Shrove Tuesday on March 1, and Ash Wednesday on March 2.

Prayer for the Start of a School Year
Lord God,
Creator of body and mind and heart;
You have sent the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge to guide your people in all their ways.
At the beginning of this new school year, we ask you to bless
the students, families, teachers, and staff of St Monica’s School, Oakey.
We pray that together we may grow in faith, hope, and love.
Expand the horizons of our minds, that we may grow in wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. Glory and praise to you, Lord God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer adapted from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers,
Revised Edition (Washington, DC, 2007)

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Rebecca McGregor
What a great start to the year the Preps have had. We have been using the book ‘Where’s the Green Sheep?’ by
Mem Fox to tour the school and meet the teachers and students.
Everyone has settled nicely into the St. Monica’s rules and routines and has participate enthusiastically in all
activities including specialist lessons.
Students have begun working on activities to develop their fine motor and perceptual-motor abilities of eye-hand and
eye-foot coordination, directionality and space awareness.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
In Year One, the students are starting to settle into a routine in their new classroom and look forward to the
adventure ahead. We are focusing on 'The Cat in the Hat' this week, engaging in whole class, small group and
individual tasks involving rhyme, writing and craft. Ask your child about the character they made today! One thing
about their new classroom that the students have been especially excited about is having their very own desk to
keep some of their belongings in. This little bit of independence gives them some responsibility for their own things,
which they are loving. I have been impressed already with how everyone has been packing away their desk at the
end of each day! I look forward to an exciting term ahead and being able to catch up with parents and families in
the coming weeks.

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
Welcome to Week One of Year Two.
We have made a positive start to the school year with students adapting well to the classroom routine and getting
to know their peers. We have started unpacking the You Can Do It program, focusing on the six skills including
Getting Along and Organisation.
A reminder to return the Getting to Know You parent survey as soon as possible, please let me know if you would
like another copy. Thank you to those families who have returned theirs already.

Year 3/4D - Mrs Michelle Drebing
Welcome to Term 1 for 2022, it has taken us a long time to get here.
I am looking forward to a wonderful 8 weeks with the students in 3/4D.
A warm welcome to our new student, Isabel, who is settling in nicely already.
The class and I had a lovely first day, getting to know one another, and working together to produce some
classroom rules for the year.
Here is hoping that this term is rewarding, challenging and a lot of fun for all the members of 3/4D.

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
Welcome to 2022!
It is great to officially have all of the students back at school as we commence another school year.
It is such a pleasure to welcome our new student, Blair to our year 3/4 class.
We have had a fantastic start to the year and I look forward to watching each child learn and grow over the course of
the year.
Have a wonderful week. God Bless.

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
Welcome to the 2022 school year! I extend an extra special welcome to St Monica’s to our new students in 3/4B
(and their families) - Isla, Lilith, Kent and Jayce. I am sure all of the other students will make them feel very
welcome. So far, via email, you should have received the parent survey, meet the teacher and parent note, which
provides information about Term 1. If you haven’t received any of these, please let me know. The information
parents have provided in the survey is extremely valuable, as I get to know and understand your child. I would
really appreciate you completing this, if you are yet to do so. I am looking forward to a fabulous year ahead with the
3/4B students!!
Have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
Welcome to Year Five for 2022. I am looking forward to the year ahead and working with you all to support your
child's education.
If you have any question throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact me via email
cheryl.anderson@twb.catholic.edu.au.
Thank you to those families who have returned the ‘Getting to know your Child’ form. This information is a great
help. If you haven’t returned the form, could you please do so at your earliest convenience.
God Bless

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
Welcome to another fantastic year of learning and fun in Year 6. We welcome four new students to our class who
have slotted in effortlessly and have been a wonderful addition to our class thus far.
The students have hit the ground running familiarising themselves with their new roles and responsibilities that come
with being a Year 6 leader. They are very much looking forward to the first leadership venture of the year being Emu
Gully this Friday. A reminder that students are to arrive at school by 7:45 for an 8:00am departure and will arrive
back at school approximately 5:15pm.

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 2022
Friday 11th..............Emu Gully Year 6 Leadership
Monday 21st...........Inner Downs Swimming Carnival

March 2022
Tuesday 1st............Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday 2nd......Ash Wednesday
Thursday 3rd...........Prep Vision Screening
Thursday 10th.........Year 6 Leadership Induction Mass
Friday 11th..............P&F Welcome BBQ
Sunday 13th...........Family Mass 8am
Friday 25th.............Toowoomba Show Holiday
Wednesday 30th....Cross Country

April 2022
Friday 1st..............Last Day Term 1
Friday 15th............Good Friday
Monday 17............Easter Monday
Tuesday 18th........Pupil Free Day
Wednesday 19th...First Day Term 2
Monday 25th.........Anzac Day Public Holiday

May 2022
Monday 2nd.........Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop will resume Friday 18th February.
Please order through FlexiSchools before 7:30am.

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd
The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
Thank you to everyone who attended the zoom meeting on the 31st January, we had a great response for
our first meeting for 2022.
Many Fund Raising ventures were discussed at the meeting. As the Oakey Show has been postponed
The annual P&F welcome BBQ/Disco to be held on Friday the 11th March.
We will be operating the bbq and will require helpers for setting up and serving on the night.
The P&F will again fund all bus trips for any student excursions and camps for 2022. Your support for all
our fundraising efforts throughout the year will be greatly appreciated as these provide many resources for
our school and students.
Our next Meeting will be held on the 28th February. Please come along and support our community.

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
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OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
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