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"At St Monica's, we are an inclusive learning community who
inspires, challenges and supports each other, with faith and
compassion, to "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:37)

PRINCIPAL'S PAGE
Mr Luke Barrett

Tomorrow, we look forward to celebrating our first School Mass for the year. This Mass will be an extra
special one, as we take the time to induct our Year 6 students into their leadership roles for the year. At
the Mass, our Year 6 leaders will receive their badge of leadership and share with us their pledge for the
year. This badge ceremony is the final part of our Year 6 leadership program. We have been extremely
impressed with the way in which our leaders have already taken to their roles, and we wish them all the
best as they continue to lead our school this year.
This Friday, we welcome everyone to our annual P&F BBQ and Disco. This event is a great opportunity
for our families to reconnect (particularly after the latest restrictions) and to welcome our new families
into our school community. Thanks to our P&F for getting everything ready for the evening. There is still
time to RSVP, please follow the links sent via Skoolbag and Parent Portal. I look forward to seeing you
there. Might be a good idea to pack some insect repellent.
I would like to remind parents about modelling correct road safety before and after school. Over the past
couple of weeks there have had a few incidents of families not using the crossing correctly. We ask that
all parents please use the school crossing when picking up and dropping off your children. This service
is provided to the school to ensure that our students are kept safe. Parents are also reminded to check
with their children that they are wearing their helmet and following the road rules when riding to school.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
Prayer for the second week of Lent
God of Love,
through this Lenten journey,
strengthen my desire to serve you.
Free me from judgment.
Surrender my impatience.
Help me let go of my pride.
Help me to be humble.
Lead me out of the shadows of my fear.
Guide me to see and act on the needs of those around me.
Give me the wisdom to recognise the limitless gifts you have
given me.
Make me an instrument of your love, and follow in Christ’s
example.
Amen.
Year 6 Leaders Induction Mass
Tomorrow the Year Six students will be formally inducted into their roles as leaders of our school.
The Year Six students have already begun to demonstrate their leadership skills through their role
as buddies and leading social justice projects. We are so proud of them!
P&F Family BBQ and Disco
This Friday the 11th of March at 5:30pm is our first P&F event for the year.
This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to dance and play games together and for parents to
get to know each other and hear about the terrific work of our P&F. We hope to see many of you
there.
Family Parish Mass
Our first Parish Family Mass of the Year will be on this Sunday the 13th of March
at St Monica’s Catholic Church at 8am. It would be wonderful to see many of our
families join our St Monica’s parish community for prayer during the Lenten season.
We also invite all in attendance to join us for a free morning tea afterwards at the Parish Hall.
If you haven’t already, please return the form sent home to assist us in gathering numbers for
catering.
Young Carers Action Day
Next Wednesday, the 16th of March, is Young Carers Action Day. This is a nationwide event aimed
at raising awareness of young carers. This includes the challenges these young people face, and the
incredible contribution they make by caring for their families and friends. We will recognise this day
with a presentation on parade, and activities including ‘Cake for Carers’.

APRE PAGE
Mrs Rebecca McGregor
National Action Against Bullying Day
The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence will be held on Friday 18 March 2022. The theme for
2022 is Kindness Culture. By building Kindness Culture together, we can promote inclusion, respect and a
community of belonging for all students in schools across Australia.
Students will participate in:
- a special assembly
- age-appropriate activities to explore the issue
- ‘rewrite the story’ narrative competition
- orange eating
- dressing in orange clothing
All clothing needs to be sun safe with closed in shoes and a full brimmed hat. Students may also choose to wear
their school uniform with orange accents like ribbons or shoelaces.
World Down Syndrome Day
Next Monday, 21 March, is World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD). It is a global awareness day which has been
officially observed by the United Nations since 2012. On this day, students will learn more about Down Syndrome
and celebrate what people with Down Syndrome bring to our community.
In recognition of this day, students will participate in the ‘Lots of Socks’ Campaign. We ask that students wear their
brightest, most colourful socks to school and bring along a gold coin donation. All funds raised go towards local
Down Syndrome associations to continue their work supporting and empowering people with Down Syndrome to
have full access to social and economic inclusion.
If you would like to purchase an official pair of the 2022 ‘Lots of Socks’ socks by winning
artists Mark Polonsky (VIC) left sock and Josie McAndrew (NSW), please visit the
Down Syndrome Australia shop website at:
https://www.downsyndrome.org.au/shop/product-category/lots-of-socks/

TEACHER TALK
Prep - Mrs Nicole Hoffmann
Wow we are doing so many exciting things in Prep, we are continuing to learn our letters and sounds, we are
enjoying becoming readers and writers. In science we are looking at weather, this week we are becoming Prep
weather reporters and are even going to do our very own weather report.
The students are looking forward to taking part in their first official Mass this Thursday.

Year 1 - Miss Rebecca Smith
It's been another busy fortnight in the Year One classroom!
The students finished writing their own stories for our Alison Lester unit of work this week. They developed
character descriptions and worked on their simple sentence structures. This week they will create a water colour
drawing and painting during visual art to accompany their stories. In Maths we have been exploring place value by
using counters, paddlepop sticks and unifix cubes to represent two-digit numbers. While counting our objects and
creating our two-digit numbers, we have also been working on our skip counting skills. Our Health unit has had a
focus on a 'can do attitude', with students engaging in discussions and activities to develop their persistence,
organisation and confidence.

Year 2 - Mr Callum Duncan
We have been exploring narratives as part of our Literacy unit this term. Students are focusing on retelling a story
using the 5 finger retell strategy (characters, setting, beginning, middle, end) to best describe what they have read.
This has helped them with their writing, where they can use this strategy to construct their own story correctly.
Next Friday (18/3/22), Year Two will be presenting an Assembly piece for the National Day of Action Against
Bullying. With the Covid restrictions having now eased, we welcome you to come along at 8:40am if you are
available.
Have a great week,

Year 3/4D - Mrs Michelle Drebing
3 / 4 D did a wonderful job last Friday of hosting their first assembly for the year. The theme was Clean Up Australia
Day, and our class informed the school of the purpose and importance of looking after the environment. Our
assembly ended with a recycling song, which we performed wonderfully, singing along, and using actions. In the
afternoon 3 / 4 D went out to the oval to clean up their own environment and by the end of the day, along with the
help of the entire school, St Monica’s looked spotless.

TEACHER TALK
Year 3/4AQ - Mrs Ayden Ah Quay
What a great week we have had. In English, we have continued our unit on The Twits and the children have been
so engrossed in the text. In our writing, we have been working on character descriptions using descriptive imagery
and compound sentences. In Mathematics, we have continued to work on addition and subtraction strategies and
have started to develop our multiplication and division skills. In Religion, we have been examining the world behind
the text and exploring the Christian, Hindu and Aboriginal creation stories. In Science, we have continued to explore
erosion and soil types and in HaSS we are comparing laws and rules.
A reminder that homework is due on a Thursday and to please continue to practise times tables and read aloud
every evening.

Year 3/4 B- Mrs Kaylene Bruggemann
This has been a very exciting and busy week for the 3/4B students! Attending the Words Out West Readers and
Writers Fest was a wonderful opportunity for our students to work with author Andrew Daddo and author/illustrator
Peter Carnavas. Hopefully, this experience will inspire the students as they continue to develop their story writing
skills.
Due to the relaxation of COVID restrictions, parents are now very welcome to attend assemblies. This Friday, we will
be doing our class presentation about confidence, and we hope you will be able to come along for this special
occasion. Assembly takes place each week in the sports hall from 8.45 am. Please encourage your child to practise
their reading.
Have a great week!

Year 5 - Mrs Cheryl Anderson
Can you believe we have just over 3 weeks of term 1 left? In English, the year 5’s have been working hard on the
structure of a persuasive text. They have been investigating the structure and language features and discussing
whether the author has effectively convinced them to see their point of view.
Don’t forget the Year 5’s have been challenged to bring a silver coin, each day, for our Caritas box. They did well for
the first week of the challenge. Every cent brought in helps improve the lives of children in impoverished countries
around the world. Did you know, raising just $48 can provide 48kgs of chicken food for a Rural Training School in
the Solomon Islands.
God Bless

Year 6 - Miss Kaylene Keleher
The Year 6 students have had a busy week of learning. In science we have been looking at microorganisms and
completed an experiment to see what happens when yeast is mixed with sugar and water. In HaSS we have
discussed the key figures and events that led to Australia's Federation and will continue to explore Australia's
government system in the coming weeks.
The students are also very excited to receive their badges tomorrow as they make their leadership pledge at our
Induction Mass. We look forward to celebrating the occasion with family and friends tomorrow morning.

LIBRARY NEWS

UNIFORMS
School Uniform - Years 1 to 6
Girls – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Uniform
• Dress: Pattern, Sutton no 346(B)
• Dress: Fabric, Check 8021
• Collar: Cesarella 1301, Zip: Birch 265 Bottle Green
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – may be leather or jogger
Girls – Sports - Wednesday and Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Skort
• St Monica’s School green school hat
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
As Above
• St Monica’s School Bottle Green Fleecy Pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Navy Blue Tights (optional)
• School track top with embroidered crest (optional)

UNIFORMS
Boys – Formal - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
• St Monica’s School Dress Shirt with tartan collar
• Shirt: Pattern, Simplicity 5581
• Fabric: Bottle Green Poplin 8021
• Shorts: Navy Blue Long Shorts (Ruggers)
• St Monica’s School green school hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short navy-blue socks – (no ankle socks)
• All black shoes – May be leather or jogger
Boys – Sports - Wednesday & Friday
• St Monica’s School Sports Shirt Yr 1 to Yr 5
• St Monica’s School Leader Shirt Year 6
• St Monica’s School Navy Blue Shorts (Stubbies)
• St Monica’s School Green School Hat (Slouch hat style)
• Short white socks
• White sandshoes/joggers
Winter Variation
• As Above
• St Monica’s school Bottle Green Fleecy pullover with embroidered crest
• Green fleecy track pants with sports uniform only
• Long navy-blue pants - Ruggers – Formal uniform (optional)
• School Track top with embroidered crest (optional)
The uniform including the special school hat is available locally at Oakey Craft and Saddlery. If you are buying parts of the
uniform elsewhere, please check that you are buying the correct style, colour and material. It is expected that the correct and
clean school uniform will be worn at all times. A school uniform can help instil in the students a sense of pride and identity. It
also signifies unity and equality.
Prep students wear the sports uniform 5 days per week – Monday to Friday
All Students
Hair: Collar length hair or longer must be tied back with a green band or green ribbon. Natural hair colour is expected. Rat’s
tails and tracks are not permitted.
Earrings: Girls: Sleepers and plain studs are the only acceptable earrings.
Boys: No earrings.
Other: Clearly mark all clothing with your child’s name.
NB: The school fleecy pullover must be worn first. The spray jacket may only be worn over the top of the pullover.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 2022
Thursday 10th.........Year 6 Leadership Induction Mass
Friday 11th..............P&F Welcome BBQ 5:30pm
Sunday 13th...........Family Mass 8am
Tuesday 22nd........School Photos
Friday 25th.............Toowoomba Show Holiday (No School)
Wednesday 30th....Cross Country

April 2022
Friday 1st..............Last Day Term 1
Friday 15th............Good Friday
Monday 17............Easter Monday
Tuesday 18th........Pupil Free Day
Wednesday 19th...First Day Term 2
Monday 25th.........Anzac Day Public Holiday

May 2022
Monday 2nd.........Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuckshop

Student Protection Contacts

Tuckshop Ladies
Friday 11th March
Katie Owens, Amanda Scheuerle & Christie O'Sullivan
Friday 18th March

Every school has student protection contacts
who act as a point of call for reporting, advice
or information. These people are provided
with training each year. At St Monica's, the
student protection contacts are:

Sheree Brown, Renea Spies
Please order through FlexiSchools before
7:30am Fridays.

Kaylene Bruggemann
Callum Duncan
Susan Rodd
The school principal is also able to provide
assistance for any students or members of
the school community. You will notice
posters around the school making everyone
aware of who the contacts are.

P&F NOTES
There’s still time to volunteer at the P&F Welcome BBQ / Disco this Friday - if you can spare even half an
hour of your time to cook or serve it would be greatly appreciated.
In 2022 the P&F are raising money for performing arts excursions for students and new technological
equipment for St Monica’s, along with contributing to the cost of buses for activities and excursions.
Please help support us in our efforts in any way you can.
The next P&F meeting is to be held on March 28th at 7:15pm - you can come to the Parish Meeting Room
or join in via video or teleconference - all are welcome!

BE WELL @ ST MONICA’S

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Music/Drama news
Each class has started preparing a song for our school's Easter Play. Students who have a speaking part
need to practise at home please.
Classes have been enjoying playing Marimba, Resonator Bells & Xylophones during Music lessons.
Next term the whole school will be going on excursions to see performances at the Empire Theatre.
Year 3-6 students will watch The Thirteen Storey Treehouse and P-2 students will be watching Edward
The Emu. More details will be given closer to the time.

GOWRIE JUNCTION

Please note, new date 23/03/2022

NIGHT MARKETS
HELD IN THE GOWRIE JUNCTION
COMMUNITY PROGRESS HALL
(24 OLD HOMEBUSH ROAD, GOWRIE JUNCTION)
FRIDAY 11TH MARCH
5-9PM
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS FOR FUN NIGHT OUT.
SEE OUR GREAT LITTLE
COMMUNITY
GET TOGETHER AND HAVE
SOME FUN.

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE

In challenging times, help is just a phone call away! Who can you call 24/7?
Lifeline 131114, Kids Help Line 1800 551800, Beyond Blue 1300 224636

